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Spain's attorney general has presented a formal petition to block an order to extradite former
Argentine military officer Ricardo Miguel Cavallo from Mexico to Spain. The extradition had been
requested by Spanish Judge Baltasar Garzon, who wanted to try Cavallo in Spain for his role in the
torture of Spanish citizens in Argentina during the country's dirty war against leftist dissidents in
the 1970s and 1980s.
In a letter to the Spanish high court, Attorney General Pedro Rubira requested that Garzon's
extradition request be "completely annulled" because the judge had failed to share details about the
case with his office promptly and had provided no information on how the extradition process was
proceeding.
Spain's high court agreed to review Rubira's request but did not say when a decision would be
handed down. Cavallo has resided in Mexico since 1978, when his Argentine-based company was
hired to manage the country's automobile-registration program. Mexican authorities arrested
Cavallo in 2000 at the request of Interpol (see SourceMex, 2000-09-06).
Cavallo has remained in a Mexican federal prison while the extradition request is being processed.
Manuel Plata Garcia, Cavallo's Mexican attorney, said Garzon also failed to notify the Mexican
government on the progress of the case in the Spanish court. "This is sufficient reason to nullify
the extradition request in Mexico, since the Spanish court has not acted according to the prescribed
laws," said Plata.
Plata said Spain's Supreme Court set a precedent for the Cavallo case when it threw out a similar
extradition request against a Chilean military officer who was facing the same charges as Cavallo.
The Mexican courts have also issued rulings favorable to Cavallo.
In March of this year, District Judge Juan Garcia Orozco modified an extradition request to drop
torture charges against Cavallo. In his ruling, Garcia Orozco said he agreed with Cavallo's attorneys
that the statute of limitations had expired. Garcia's ruling, however, did not nullify Mexico's legal
right to extradite Cavallo because he still faces charges of genocide and terrorism.
President Vicente Fox's administration has fully supported Garzon's extradition request. In a press
release, the Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores (SRE) said Cavallo's extradition will continue as
planned despite Garcia's move to drop the torture charges. The SRE expressed support for the
judge's decision to uphold the genocide and terrorism charges. "This demonstrates Mexico's
struggle against impunity at an international level...and reaffirms our country's commitment to the
respect of human rights," said the SRE.
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Cavallo's case has reached Mexico's highest court (Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacion, SCJN),
which agreed to issue a determination on whether the extradition will proceed. The court will also
determine which crimes will apply in the extradition request. But the SCJN, which received the
case in April, did not say when a ruling would be issued. (Sources: CNI en Linea, Agence FrancePresse, 06/10/02; The News, 03/28/02, 06/11/02; La Jornada, 04/24/02, 06/11/02; El Universal, 06/11/02;
Reforma, 04/23/02, 06/12/02)
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